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What piofit rosy cheeks, forms full of grace,
And ringlets clustering lound a lovely face 1
When Beauty Absolute beams all around,
"Why linger finite beauties to embrace 1

Flash VI

Man, in regaid to his coiporeal nature, stands at the lowest
point of degiadation, nevertheless, in regard to his spiritual
nature, he is at the summit of nobility He takes the impress
of every thing to which he directs his attention, and assumes
the colour of every thing to which he approaches. Where -
foie philosophers say that when the reasonable soul adorns
itself with exact and faithful impressions of realities, and
appropriates to itself the true character of such realities, it
becomes such as if it weie itself altogether essential Being In
like manner the vulgai, by the force of their conjunction with
these material foims and extreme preoccupation with these
corporeal liens, come to be such that they cannot distinguish
themselves from these forms or perceive any difference
between the two Well says the Maulavl of Eum (may God
sanctify his seciet) m the Masnaw *

0 brother, thou art wholly thought,

For the rest of thee is only bone and muscle

If thy thought be a rose, thou art a rose-bouquet,

If it be a thorn, thou art fuel for the fare

Wherefore it behoves thee to strive and hide ihyself horn thy
sight,1 and occupy thyself with Very Being, and concern thy-
self with the * Truth ' For the various grades of created
things are theatres of His revealed beauty, and all things that
exist are mirrors of his perfections

And in this couise thou must persevere until He mingles
Himself with thy soul, and thine own individual existence
passes out of thy sight Then, if thou regardest thyself, it is
He whom thou art regarding , if thou speakest of thyself, it is
He of whom thou art speaking. The relative has become the
Absolute, and ' I am the Truth ' is equivalent to ' He is the
Truth '2

1 Variant, * hide thyself from the sight of the world '

% The saying of MansiU i HallSj (or Ibn ITallflj), the Sftfi martyr